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‘%‘-’,‘-.é‘)',w: and Tony, They are the

of the  metropolitian city,

Asthe marninalized group, they

rtimbhoy employs the four characters as
b SEapon o explain the inferior life of the
.s:ilw:ﬁl'-:ms. Bill Asherott and others have
& commented on the term *Subaltern’ in
their; seminal work 7he Empire Writes
Back.as. “Subaltern, meaning ‘of inferior

m@nk!  is a term adapted by Antonio
3 o

to the hegemony of the

ruling class” (198).

In the play Rita and Liza are

L victims of the moder society of post

PR

colonial India. Their dreams and hopes are

v

¢ | thiwarted by the forces of oppression,

A

= BEingsubalterns, they undergo the abusive

words of the cynicists who torture them

_:ﬂitf‘_l*-i_a’a’_-lbt and physically, The womanhood
of Rita‘is treated in the patriarchal society
negatively. Though Tony is u dependent of
Rita, he disregards her cruelly. When Rita
tries to claim over him for the fault of
receiving  gift  from  other girls, he
humiliates her like a sluve. He says: “Why
= do you look at me like that? like T done
something wrong. You ot no claim over

me, like we were married or something”

Ytheir authentic presence 100, Asif

2018-19
Journal
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back for me. You want me to go, alright |
‘Il go. But don't call me back when you're
in heat™ (35).

As GayatriSpivak points out that as
a subaltern every women is forced to live
in darkness 1o sustain the burden of male
superiority without uttering any word with
tearful eyes. In The Doldrummers, Tony
fails to realise Rita’s pure emotions. He
contemptuously c.omparcs her love to the
pleasure seeking action. The appearance of
the character Moronmoe in Act 11, Scene |1

explains it clearly,
TONY. Stay here and warch. |
Said ! And Listen! Listen 1o the
dog whine, He's g0l no tongue,
but he can still whine. | got me a
substitude now, I'm not Tony
any more. I'm Joe. This here is
Tony. He'll serve you well. I've
even taught him 1o play the
suitar. And he is the hottest thing
in bed. He doesn’t talk much. He e
doesn't even feel much, He’s
almost like a portable, do-it- your

self kit He's take my place well,

(29-30). By using words like, *heat’, and 8

‘thing’, Tony spoils the love of Rita. He and DIl be gone far, far away.‘_‘m

=]

o utters, “Alright, Alright. But don’t call (85) Ky
z B Available in on line at www.issnjournals.com
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Through historical forces women
are identified as ‘fairer sex’ and they play
a vital role in the reproduction process still
they are segregated and dominated. Joc as
a sex-maniac, expresses his views about
women lustfully. In The Doldrummers,
Act I, Scene [, Joe says: “man always pins
a woman’ neath him. Like a butterfly, with

beautiful wings, spreadout and pinned. For
a woman, it's crucifixion” (35), He
considers woman as a sexual object . He
continues: ** (almost fiercely) Don't bring
me in, Rita. I'm out, and [ want to stay out.
Rita or Liza, you're all the same lo me.

Women with something nice between their

legs. No more” {40))

(T’he subaltern women’s role in life
is a form of oppression. Their life
moments are designed and controlled by
the patriarchal society. When Tony fails to
take the role of a true lover, the devoted
life of Rita has turned into a ‘open house’.

Sexuality is a power relation to Joe. He
attains the pleasure of Rita by using his
Asif Currirr?bhoy

portrays Rita as a poor victim of a

dominant  gender.

patriarchal socict)_;.\.

Asif Currimbhoy points out the
gender discrimination which supports the
male society and stands as a causc for all
the injustices that are happening in the life

of female. At the conclusion of the play,

— LA
Tony couldn’t accept the illegal life of
Rita. He attacks her violently. Rita stans 10
realise that she is in the pitfall of the
dominant socicty. I is a facl that the
dominant  powers are  naturalized to
subjugate the women. Women often fail to
understand the duneers which are behind

them.

Rita is the redeemed figure in the
play who wants to give life to her baby.
She says: “It’s mine, It grows within me. |
cannot deny il iife, tor hetter orifcr worse”
(76). The

will

strong power of
motherhood reveals through her words.
She continues: “The baby will be born. It

will be cared for ... and loved” (77).Asif

Currimbhoy designs the character of Rita
as a subaltern woman who undertakes
various roles. She stands as a sacrificier,
Being o social reformist, Currimbhoy
portrays Rita as o pheepix  who resists
and reconstructs herself from the male

oppression.

Thus  Asif Currimbhoydramatises
the pathetic lite of subaltern women in the

post

"
|

Independence era. In The
Doldrummers, he records the disillusioned
life of the modern vouth. He severely
attacks the inhuman treatment of modemn

men against the female world.
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Abstract:
sif Cwrrimbhoy is a skillful
Indian English dramatist. His
plays often focus on the social,
cultural and political issues of
the post independence period,
As a posicolonial playwright,
Currimbhoy successfully presents the life of the
marginalised people. Currimbhay's plays represent
the subjugated life of the female subalterns. In The
Doldrummers Rita who plays a vital role, stands as
a sacrificier still  she couldn'i escape Sfrom the
wreiched hands of the male chawvinists. As o
Jemale subaltern, she bhecomes e vietim to the
pairiarchal society  She tries 10 resist and
reconstruct herself from the degroding modern
seciety of the postcolonial! [ndie

Key-words:  Postcolonialism, subaltern,
male chawvinis, segregaed, Sex-maniac,
Sexual gratification et
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fin the context of colonial
production, the subaltern has
no history and cannot speak
the subaltern as female is even more

deeply in shadow. (Spivok 287)

Subaltern is an important concept
in the postcolonial studies. It takes its
origin from the subaltern studies group of
historians. It deals with the study of the
lower and marginajized people of the
colonized countries. They are excluded
from the society. Gayatri Chakrovarthy
Spivak, the postcolonial Indian critic,
describes the inferior level of the subaltern
especially, women who are designated to
stay in the shadow of the male ‘self’. This
paper presents the life of the subaltern

women and their survival among the low

sprited malc chauvinist doldrums, in Age

Currimbhoy's The Doldrummers.

Asit Currimbhoy is a  prolific
postcolonial writer. His plays deal with the
themes of social and cultural issues of his
period. Yoosal' Aayalakkandy points out;
“The resistance offcred by womer in the
third world against the first world
oppression is a specific theme in Asif
Currimbhoy’s plays” {IS}.{Béing a socio-
cultural playwright, he ;itjcizes the
younger generation which failsato respect
the women society. They treat women as
an object ol sexual gratification. As
Shyam.S. Agarwalla rightly says: “Like
Arnold wesker, Asit Currimbhoy is a
playwright with a social purpose.... His
purpose is to provoke thought rather than
to persuade the audience to adopt a
specific plan of action. His plays are used

as vehicles 10 convey, -always imphcitty,

relevant political and social values™ (38)!

In The Doldrummers., Asit

Currimbhoy steps forward 1o tak:
remedial steps ugainst the malices which
aftect the subalterns of Indian youth.
K.A Agarwal observes: “The play may be
taken as a protest against the indecency

and immortality to which a prudish and

complacent socicty give birth” (73). 'r"h:-T

Doldrummers is a play of two acts and

four scencs with four major characters
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